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INTRODUCTION

“Ancient Greek Hyphenator” for Word 2000/XP is a simple Word add-in macro that quickly hyphenates Greek polytonic Unicode text.
 It is an essential tool for all those who typeset Greek polytonic text. Priests, Biblical scholars, Classicists, newsletter editors and others will save considerable time, while improving the look of their Greek polytonic documents.

“Ancient Greek Hyphenator” simply analyzes each word in your document or selected text, and then inserts “optional hyphens” to divide the syllables within the word. These “optional hyphens” will only be visible when the word breaks at the end of a line.

Aside from Ancient Greek, the hyphenator can be used for New Testament, Katharevousa, and Modern Greek with the same satisfactory results.

(Back to Contents)
INSTALLATION

Preliminary note: this program uses the Arial Unicode MS font for its dialog boxes. This font is the so-called “Universal font” which comes with Microsoft Office 2000/XP. Please make sure you have installed this font prior to installing the “Ancient Greek Hyphenator”, so the hyphenator’s user interface will show properly.
This template file must be either activated under the Tools, Templates and Add-Ins… menu in Microsoft Word 2000/XP, or by copying the file to your personal Word\Startup directory which will automatically run the macros without any warnings.
(Back to Contents)
HYPHENATOR USER INTERFACE

When the Ancient Greek Hyphenator is active in Word, the AGH menu item should appear in the Word menu list at the top of the screen. When you select Hyphenate Document, the following dialog box will appear:
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What to Hyphenate

Choose whether you want to hyphenate a selected portion of the document or the entire document. When you choose Entire Document, the program hyphenates Greek words in all the Word story ranges that compose the document, for example: headers, footers, footnotes, comments, etc.

Hyphenate (select options)

Words With At Least _ letters: the size of the smallest word which will be hyphenated.

After First _ letters: the number of letters at the beginning of a word which will not be divided by optional hyphens.

Before Last _ letters: the number of letters at the end of a word which will not be divided by optional hyphens.

Tip: Recommended settings for the above three options (respectively) are as follows:

Minimize document length: 3,1, 2

Best readability: 5,2,3

Balance length and readability: 4,1,3

Only Where Required: when this option is checked, the hyphenator only searches for words that will potentially break at the end of a line, hyphenates them, and then determines if the word actually breaks across a line. If the word does not break, the hyphens are removed and the next line is evaluated. This feature takes about the same length of time as normal text hyphenation; however it produces the same formatting appearance in Word while using far fewer optional hyphens. It is recommended that this feature be only used on a final edited Word document.

Capitalized Words: when this option is not checked, the hyphenator ignores words which contain only Greek capital letters (without diacritics). Capital letters are generally only used for short headings, so this feature should rarely find any use.

Hyphenate (button)

Clicking the Hyphenate button starts the hyphenator. During hyphenation the Stop button will appear, so you can stop hyphenating at any time.

Remove All (button)

Clicking the Remove All button removes all optional hyphens within your selection/document. During optional hyphen removal the Stop button will appear, so you can stop removing optional hyphens at any time. 

Undo Last (button)

After any word hyphenation or hyphen removal, the Undo Last button becomes visible. The Undo Last button undoes the last completed (or partially completed) operation.

Close (button)

Click on Close to close the hyphenator dialog box; or you can also click on the X button in the top right hand corner of the dialog.

(Back to Contents)
HYPHENATION RULES

Using as our reference Michael Oikonomou’s “Ancient Greek Grammar” (Μιχαήλ Χ. Οἰκονόμου, «Γραμματικὴ τῆς Ἀρχαίας Ἑλληνικῆς», Θεσσαλονίκη, 1996, σελ. 11 & 12) we are given five (5) rules for Greek hyphenation (paraphrased):

1. One or more consonants at the start of a word are hyphenated after the next vowel (or dipthong); and one or more consonants at the end of a word are hyphenated with [at least] the previous vowel (or dipthong).
2. One consonant between two vowels (or dipthongs) is hyphenated after the preceding vowel (or dipthong).
3. Two consonants between two vowels (or dipthongs) are hyphenated after the preceding vowel (or dipthong) if the two consonants can be found at the start of an ancient Greek word. Otherwise, the hyphen falls between the two consonants.
4. Three consonants between two vowels (or dipthongs) are hyphenated after the preceding vowel (or dipthong) if the first two of the three consonants can be found at the start of an ancient Greek word. Otherwise, the hyphen falls between the first two consonants.
5. Compound words are hyphenated at their junction point, unless the prefix has lost a vowel due to contraction, in which case the compound word is hyphenated as a simple word.
Now, having stated these rules, in short, we will quickly summarize our interpretation of the rules for the purposes of the “Ancient Greek Hyphenator” program. First, it seems that the first rule could be ignored after the application of rules 2 to 4. However, in addition to rules 2 to 4 the final condition was added that all adjacent vowels (or dipthongs) would be separated by a hyphen.

For rules 3 and 4, we determined (with Michael Oikonomou’s help) that the following double consonant form the beginnings of ancient Greek words: βδ, βλ, βρ, γδ, γλ, γμ, γν, γρ, δρ, ζβ, θλ, θμ, θν, θρ, κλ, κμ, κν, κρ, κτ, μν, πλ, πν, πρ, πσ, πτ, σβ, σθ, σκ, σμ, σπ, στ, σφ, σχ, τμ, τν, τρ, φθ, φλ, φν, φρ, φτ, χθ, χλ, χμ, χν, and χρ. Therefore, these consonants are never separated by an hyphen.

Finally, we are sad to report that we have done nothing in regards to the compound words as stated in rule 5. Perhaps someone with more experience that us could enlighten us as to which prefixes would be included in this list (and their exceptions) which could be used in a future update.

(Back to Contents)
HYPHENATION ERRORS AND STYLE CONSIDERATIONS
If hyphenation errors are encountered during the hyphenation process, a simple dialog box will pop up when hyphenation is finished. The original word, the hyphenated word, and the error description will be shown for each error.

There are two types of errors detected by the program.  The first type simply occurs when the word to be hyphenated cannot be replaced with the hyphenated word. One reason this occurs is when it tries to hyphenate the result of a “field”, such as the day of the week resulting from a date field.

The second error results when a hyphenated word contains less hyphens than the total number of vowels/dipthongs minus one. In otherwords, each syllable must contain one vowel (or dipthong). This error occurs in the case of (compound) words that contain more that three consonants in a row.

Note that the Ancient Greek Hyphenator replaces the entire word which it hyphenates. The only problem with this is the unusual case of different characters in a single word having different formatting. For example, if you hyphenate a word which has the first letter in “bold”, then after hyphenation the entire word would become “bold”.
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DISCLAIMER AND COPYRIGHT
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