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PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE DOCUMENT BEFORE INSTALLING/USING THE GREEK FONT CONVERTER PROGRAM.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Greek Font Converter is a fully customizable font converter, especially made for converting between old Polytonic Greek fonts (using separate characters for diacritics) and Unicode Polytonic Greek fonts (diacritics are built into each character).

Currently, it is pre-loaded with the ability to convert between Unicode and the following standards: LaserGreek and LaserGreekII (by Linguist's Software), Koine and SPIonic fonts.  More styles may be added in future versions.  It also corrects inconsistencies in the Greek Unicode text (ex. it converts the vowels with a "tonos" to vowels with an "oxia").

Note that this version of Greek Font Converter only converts plain-text, therefore the original document styles will not be preserved during the conversion.

Greek Font Converter can also be customized for almost any language. You may open the template file for editing, in Word (hold down the shift key when opening).  The basic instructions are included on the template.  Before attempting to customize the original file, you should have a good knowledge of the fonts that you wish to convert between; and knowing how to use Excel will also help.  A sample Excel worksheet, GFC Unicode Conversion Charts.xls, is provided which has a few extra Unicode functions and examples of the conversion tables used in this version.  Make sure you save the original file for a reference.
QUICK INSTRUCTIONS

1. Save the .dot file to a convenient location on your hard disk.

2. In Microsoft Word go to Tools, Templates and Add-ins, and Add this file to the list (you will have to do this again the next time you start Word)...

OR 

3. You can run the Greek Font Converter automatically using the Word Startup directory.  In Word go to Tools, Options, File Locations and then select the Startup line and click Modify.  You can Paste the Greek Font Converter v2.3.2.dot file directly into the resulting window.

4. If you choose to run the program manually (Step 2) then note: if your security (under Tools, Macro, Security) is set to High, the program won't work; Medium, just click on the Enable Macros button; or Low, the program will load immediately.

5. Open a Word document and select the text you wish to convert...

OR

6. Copy text from any application that allows you to do so.

7. (Note: in most cases, it is easier to convert old Word/text documents by opening them in WordPad and then copying the selection.)

8. In Word, click on the GFC menu bar option OR right-click on the active document and select Convert Greek Font... to display the Greek Font Converter dialog.

9. Click on Convert when you have selected your desired conversion options. Once the conversion process ends, the converted text is stored in the Clipboard.

10. Paste the converted text wherever you like.  IN WORD, it is recommended that you DO NOT use the default Paste option (Ctrl-V) since it makes the pasted text difficult to format properly, although it will LOOK perfectly normal (it has something to do with how Word encodes the pasted text).  Instead, select the location in the Word document where you want to paste, right-click, and select Paste Converted Text, which will insert the text properly.

11. When converting from other standards to Unicode, you may find that your text will have occurrences of the triple-pound symbol (###) which indicates that the original text contained some anomaly and resulted in an empty ("") Unicode field.  This happens often with diacritic marks that mark over the preceding character, but are either mistakenly typed twice (not noticeable since they overlap each other) or are simply typed over a letter that does not result in a valid Unicode character (such as an accent over a Greek consonant).
12. In Word, a common error that occurs where the copied text is converted to a bunch of “boxes” rather than the expected text. Don’t panic. This is a result of “Symbol” fonts, and can be corrected by selecting the original text and selecting “Clear Formatting” in the styles menu or by setting the font to “Arial” or “Times New Roman”. Once you clear the styles or change the font, the fonts should convert properly.

13. Another way of correcting the latter problem is by opening the Word document in WordPad, copying the text, and then converting the copied text which you can paste into a new Word document.
CUSTOMIZATION TIP

If you do not want Greek Font Converter buttons available on the right-click shortcut menu, you may do the following:

1. In Word, select Tools, Customize, and under the Toolbars tab put a checkmark in the Shortcut Menus item.

2. In the Shortcut Menus box that appears, click on Text and scroll through the list until you find Text, again.

3. Click on Text, and you will see the command buttons, which you can edit as you please.

4. Close the Customize dialog box and the results will be saved automatically to your Normal template, which will override the standard Greek Font Converter menu arrangement.

5. The Greek Font Converter menus can be restored at any time by deleting your Normal.dot file in your default Word User Templates directory (see Tools, Options, File Locations).  (Note that deleting your Normal.dot file will also delete all of your personal settings in Word!)

DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY

THE "GREEK FONT CONVERTER" MICROSOFT® WORD ADD-IN MACRO AND ACCOMPANYING FILES ARE PROVIDED "AS IS" AND WITHOUT WARRANTIES AS TO PERFORMANCE OR MERCHANTABILITY OR ANY OTHER WARRANTIES EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED.
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